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Delaware Department of Education




June 25, 2007

To: 

Delaware Museum and Cultural Institution Educators
From: 
Debora Hansen, Education Associate for Visual & Performing Arts, Gifted & Talented Programs, dhansen@doe.k12.de.us
Wendy Modzelewski, Consultant, Delaware Center for Educational Technology, wmod@dcet.k12.de.us
Dusty Shockley, Education Associate for Social Studies, pshockley@doe.k12.de.us
 Re:
Learning with Objects professional development cluster

__________________________________________________________________________________
In March the Professional Standards Board at the Delaware Department of Education approved a professional development opportunity for Delaware teachers.  This 90-hour cluster titled Learning with Objects is a national pilot program fostering collaboration between the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the Smithsonian Institution.   Valerie Woodruff, Secretary of Education and the immediate past chair of CCSSO, is putting forth Delaware’s focused, sustained professional development for teachers as a model program.

A teacher training opportunity on Object Based Learning would be incomplete without the inclusion of Delaware museums and cultural institutions.  The cluster design requires teachers to form a partnership between their school and a Delaware museum.  The cluster facilitators are defining a museum as a non-profit, permanent institution, open to the public, where objects of artistic, historical, cultural, or scientific importance and value are collected, studied, and exhibited.
The instructional portion of the cluster will begin with an orientation on July 13 followed by instruction on how to create Virtual Collection on July 17. (Please see attached schedule)  The instruction will also include a learning trip scheduled for July 26, 27 and 28, 2007. The sessions will include instruction on Learning with Objects, Creating Classroom Collections and Analyzing Exhibits during the three day study tour at the Smithsonian Institution.   In addition, participants will receive instruction in Delaware later in the year in the Statewide Recommended Curriculum, including backward design for curriculum development.  We are inviting a museum educator from your institution to participate in all or any part of this cluster training with an initial cohort of 25 Delaware teachers.  
The Delaware Department of Education is providing resources for the majority of costs for this pilot.  However, participants are being asked to cover room, board and incidental expenses while on the study tour.  For museum educators, that cost will be $165 per participant payable to State of Delaware.  Hotel reservations will be made by each participant through the Capital Holiday Inn 202-479-4000 Group room rate is $159 plus tax for two nights. 
Enclosed is an application for participation.  Applications will be accepted on a first come, first served basis with a maximum number of 20 museum partners in this first year pilot.  (Once approved by the Professional Standards Board, the cluster is eligible for implementation for five years.)

We are pleased to provide this meaningful professional development model and great opportunity for collaboration to Delaware schools and museums.  We hope you will consider this opportunity and let us know if you have any questions or need any additional information.  Please contact Shervon Bolden at sbolden@doe.k12.de.us  or (302) 735-4196.
Sincerely yours, 

Debora Hansen


 
Wendy Modzelewski

           
Dusty Shockley 

